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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This action is responsive to communications: Response to Restriction filed 
1/29/2007 and IDS filed on 4/13/2004. 

2. Claims 1-20 are pending in this case. Claims 13-20 have been withdrawn from 
consideration due to non-election. Claims 1-12 remain in prosecution due to the 
election. Claim 1 is an independent claim. 

Election/Restrictions 

3. Applicant's election without traverse of Group I, which includes claims 1-12 in the 
reply filed on 1/29/2007, is acknowledged. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

4. Claims 2-4 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the 
base claim and any intervening claims. 

Claim Objections 

5. Claim 10 is objected to under 37 CFR 1.75(c), as being of improper dependent 
form for failing to further limit the subject matter of a previous claim. Applicant is 
required to cancel the claim(s), or amend the claim(s) to place the claim(s) in proper 
dependent form, or rewrite the claim(s) in independent form. The claim requires that the 
network of claim 7 is characterized as one of a group of choices, including the Internet. 
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However, the limitation of claim 7 requires that the presentation be distributed via 
Internet streaming over a network, thus the network is already limited to the Internet. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the . 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

7. This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of 
the claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of 
the various claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein 
were made absent any evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation 
under 37 CFR 1 .56 to point out the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was 
not commonly owned at the time a later invention was made in order for the examiner to 
consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) 
prior art under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a). 

8. Claims 1 and 5-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Smith et al. (hereinafter Smith, US Patent Number 7,096,416, filed October 30, 
2000) in view of Weber et al. (hereinafter Weber, US Patent Number 5,564,005, issued 
on October 8, 1996). 
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Regarding independent claim 1 and dependent claims 11 and 12, Smith 
discloses simultaneously capturing a static media activity and media information, 
wherein the static media consists of one or more media objects and the media 
information consists of audio data (column 1, line 66-column 2, line 22 and column 4, 
line 56-coIumn 6, line 7 of Smith). Smith discloses transcribing the audio file that 
includes associating timestamps with keywords or phrases within the transcript (column 
1 , line 66-column 2, line 22 and column 4, line 56-column 6, line 7 of Smith). Smith 
discloses that all of the timestamps are converted to a common time base and a 
selection of a starting point is made, then based on that point the static media objects, 
audio file, and transcript are synchronized based on the common time base (column 1, 
line 66-column 2, line 22 and column 4, line 56-column 6, line 7 of Smith). Once the 
synchronization is complete the multimedia presentation can be replayed from the 
starting point (column 1, line 66-column 2, line 22 and column 4, line 56-column 6, line 7 
of Smith). 

Smith does not disclose that the static media objects are specifically sketching 
activity objects. However, Weber discloses a method in which a sketching activity that 
includes sketching objects is recorded and timestamped to be used for multimedia 
synchronizations (column 4, line 33-column 7, line 20 of Weber). It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to have 
combined the teachings of Smith with the teachings of Weber because it would have 
provided a more advanced method of presenting and modified user generated 
sketching events. 
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Regarding dependent claim 5, Smith does not disclose importing a background 
image that the sketching activity annotates. However, Weber discloses that the 
background image that the sketching activity annotates is imported (column 4, line 33- 
column 7, line 20 of Weber). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time the invention was made to have combined the teachings of Smith with the 
teachings of Weber because it would have provided a more advanced method of 
presenting and modified user generated sketching events. 

Regarding dependent claims 6-10, Smith discloses that the multimedia 
presentation is indexed and stored in a database and distributed via real time streaming 
over the Internet, at which point it is viewed by the user via a graphical interface, both of 
which are maintained by the server computer (column 3, line 61 -column 4, line 55 of 
Smith). 

Conclusion 

9. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure: 

US Patent Number 6,41 5,256 

US Patent Number 6,665,835 

US Patent Number 7,167,191 

US Patent Application Publication Number 2003/0018662 
US Patent Application Publication Number 2003/0024975 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Joshua D. Campbell whose telephone number is (571) 
272-4133. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F (7:30 AM - 4:00 PM). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Stephen Hong can be reached on (571) 272-4124. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




J DC 

March 26, 2007 turot SS^l^ 



